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WELCOME
We are glad you could join us! We
would love to connect with you and
answer any questions you may have
about Trinity. Scan below with your
phone camera to leave us your

contact information.

314-821-7311 | info@trinitystlouis.org
www.trinitychurchkirkwood.org • Facebook: Trinity Church Kirkwood
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WORSHIPING THE GOD OF HOPE
Liturgist: Rev. Aaron Goldstein
Scripture Reader: Debbie Highmark
Pastoral Prayer: Tom Schmidt, Ruling Elder

Quotes and Reflections
For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the government shall
be upon his shoulder, and his name shall be called Wonderful Counselor,
Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. Of the increase of his
government and of peace there will be no end on the throne of David and over
his kingdom, to establish it and to uphold it with justice and with righteousness
from this time forth and forevermore. The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this.
— Isaiah 9:6-7

"A prison cell, in which one waits, hopes… and is completely dependent on the
fact that the door of freedom has to be opened from the outside, is not a bad
picture of Advent." — Dietrich Bonhoeffer

“And there will be signs in sun and moon and stars, and on the earth distress of
nations in perplexity because of the roaring of the sea and the waves, people
fainting with fear and with foreboding of what is coming on the world. For the
powers of the heavens will be shaken. And then they will see the Son of Man
coming in a cloud with power and great glory. Now when these things begin to
take place, straighten up and raise your heads, because your redemption is
drawing near.” — Luke 21:25-36

Prelude

Welcome and Announcements
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WE READY OURSELVES FOR WORSHIP
An Advent Prayer- Rev. Scotty Smith

Dear brothers and sisters, be patient as you wait for the Lord’s return. Consider
the farmers who patiently wait for the rains in the fall and in the spring. They
eagerly look for the valuable harvest to ripen. You, too, must be patient. Take

courage, for the coming of the Lord is near. James 5:7-8 (NLT)

Heavenly Father, the Advent theme of “waiting” confronts me in every context
of life. Why am I in such a hurry? Why the rush? At just the right time, you sent
Jesus. Not a day too early, and not a day late. It will be the same with Jesus’
second coming. But as for me, cars in front of me cannot move fast enough.
FedEx, UPS, and mail can’t be delivered quick enough. Restaurants can’t serve
me soon enough and Wi-Fi can’t be speedy enough. Worse, people can’t make
their point soon enough.

I repent. Early in this season of Advent, I want to recalibrate my heart, that I
might live and love at the pace of grace. Free me of my busy, cluttered, in too-
much-of-a-hurry self. According to you, the only thing that counts is “faith
expressing itself in love” (Gal. 5:6), not impatience expressing itself in irritability.
May my “to love list” supersede my “to do list,” a thousand-fold.

Father, thank you for not being in a hurry. Thank you for waiting to be gracious
to us. Thank you for not being slow about your promises. Thank you for being
patient with my impatience. I lament my busyness and repent of my hurriedness.
I purpose to slow down—look, listen, and linger in the presence and beauty of
Jesus. Oh, come let us adore Him, indeed. So very Amen I pray, in Jesus’
wonderful and merciful and name.
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Song of Preparation (Ensemble) O Come, O Come, Emmanuel

Call to Worship—Psalm 25 (selected)

Leader: To you, O Lord, I lift up my soul.

People: O my God, in you I trust; let me not be put to
shame;

Leader: Make me to know your ways, O Lord; teach me your
paths.

People: Lead me in your truth and teach me,

All: For you are the God of my salvation; for you I wait all
the day long.
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WE DECLARE THE ETERNAL WORTHINESS OF GOD
*Songs of Adoration Sing We the Song of Emmanuel

Words and Music by Matt Boswell, Matt Papa, Stuart Townend, and Keith Getty

Lighting of the Advent Candle
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Come Behold the Wondrous Mystery
Words by Matt Papa, Matt Boswell, and Michael Bleecker. Arr. and orchestrated by Dan Kreider

*Prayer of Adoration
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WE HEAR FROM GOD'S WORD
New Testament Reading—1 Thessalonians 3:6-13
Paul Encourages the Church in Thessalonika

But now that Timothy has come to us from you, and has brought us the good
news of your faith and love and reported that you always remember us kindly
and long to see us, as we long to see you— for this reason, brothers, in all
our distress and affliction we have been comforted about you through your
faith. For now we live, if you are standing fast in the Lord. For what
thanksgiving can we return to God for you, for all the joy that we feel for your
sake before our God, as we pray most earnestly night and day that we may
see you face to face and supply what is lacking in your faith?

Now may our God and Father himself, and our Lord Jesus, direct our way to
you, and may the Lord make you increase and abound in love for one
another and for all, as we do for you, so that he may establish your hearts
blameless in holiness before our God and Father, at the coming of our Lord
Jesus with all his saints.

Reader: The grass withers and the flowers fall, but the word of
the Lord stands forever!

People: Thanks be to God!
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WE CONFESS OUR UTTER UNWORTHINESS BEFORE GOD
Call to Confession—Luke 21:29-36

And he told them a parable: “Look at the fig tree, and all the trees. As
soon as they come out in leaf, you see for yourselves and know that the
summer is already near. So also, when you see these things taking place,
you know that the kingdom of God is near. Truly, I say to you, this
generation will not pass away until all has taken place. Heaven and earth
will pass away, but my words will not pass away. But watch yourselves
lest your hearts be weighed down with dissipation and drunkenness and
cares of this life, and that day come upon you suddenly like a trap. For it
will come upon all who dwell on the face of the whole earth. But stay
awake at all times, praying that you may have strength to escape all
these things that are going to take place, and to stand before the Son of
Man.”

Silent Confession and Lament

WE ENCOUNTER AND REJOICE IN THE AMAZING GRACE OF GOD
Assurance of Pardon and Passing of the Peace—Luke 21:17-18

You will be hated by all for my name's sake. But not a hair of your head
will perish. By your endurance you will gain your lives.

Leader: People of God, give thanks to God for His protective
mercies!

People: Thanks be to God!

Leader: Now may the peace of Christ be with you all!

People: And also with you!
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*Song of Rejoicing Joy to the World! The Lord Is Come
Trinity Hymnal #195

(children are invited to come forward on the last verse)

Children's Sermon

Hymn of Response Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus
Trinity Hymnal #196 (vv, 1, 4)

Membership Ceremony & Sacrament of Believer's Baptism
Jim & Alyce Bava, David & Meredith Heintz, Jackson Standerfer (baptism)

WE HUMBLE OURSELVES BEFORE THE LORD
Pastoral Prayer

Tithes and Offerings
(Children ages 4yr to 2nd grade may be excused for Children's Church)

Offertory Song (Ensemble) O Come, All You Unfaithful
Words and Music by Lisa Clow and Bob Kauflin
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Sermon
"The Lord Redeems the Outsiders"

Advent Series, Bloodlines
Matthew 1:5; Joshua 2
Rev. Dr. Chris Polski

For today's sermon outline scan here with your phone camera:
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*Song of Response In Christ Alone
Words and Music by Stuart Townend and Keith Getty

*Benediction
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UPCOMING EVENTS
Sunday school classes for all ages meet today at
11am. Children Pre-K-2nd grade meet in the Pre-
K/K room. Grades 3rd-5th meet in the 3-5th
classroom.

Men's Bible Study will resume on Jan. 12th and
14th.

Women's Bible Studies: We offer two options-
Two Tues. a month a group meets at Melissa
Jorgensen's home at 7pm to discuss the Sermon
on the Mount (11/30). The Wednesday studies
will resume on Jan. 12.

Ladies Christmas Social on Wed., Dec. 1st at
6:30pm at Kathy O'Neal's.

Donated items needed for the Christmas Craft
Party! There are many ways you can help (you do
NOT need to be crafty). Sign up sheets for items
needed are on the round table in the narthex.
See Jason Van Deraa or Amy Mitchell with any
questions.

Christmas Craft Party: Sat., Dec. 4th from 9am
to 12:15pm. Children ages 4yrs thru 5th grade
will make gifts, sing Christmas Carols, hear a
story by Pastor Polski, and enjoy lunch.
Registration is limited and will close once full.
Sign up will TODAY. Scan the QR code to the
right. There is a brief volunteer meeting for the
volunteers today after Sunday school

Save the Date: Trinity's annual Christmas
Concert will be on Sunday, Dec. 19th at 6:30pm.

Christmas Eve Candlelight Service: Dec. 24 at
5pm.

ACTION bible studies and children's ministries
will resume on Jan. 12.

Join a Small Group! Sign up on Church Center.

If you do not receive our weekly email
updates on Tuesday mornings, please
send your email address to
amymitchell@trinitystlouis.org.

There are several easy ways to serve
at Trinity. Feel free to reach out to
these ministry coordinators to get
involved: Ushers: Paul Schaffer
(PaulSchaffer1012@gmail.com),
Children's Church: Melissa Kocher
(medcalf.melissa@gmail.com),
Greeters: Elisa Tharp
(elisa.f.tharp@gmail.com), Nursery:
Sarah Oehlerking, Deborah Moen,
Alyssa Hall, and Ruth Harlow
(nursery@trinitystlouis.org).

Did you know you can use the Church
Center app for online giving, church
directory, to sign up for events, connect
with your small groups, bible studies, etc?
Contact the church office for assistance.

CONGREGA T IONA L
ME E T I NG

The Session wishes to invite the
congregation to our annual
meeting of the congregation/
corporation on Sun., Dec. 12th
during the Sunday school hour. At
this meeting we will review the
budget, elect officers, and review
2021.

You can sign up for all
upcoming events by scanning
your phone camera over the QR
code and then following the link:



Trinity's ministries are organized around the core values in our
purpose statement which reads: Trinity Church exists to exalt
God's name, establish God's people, equip God's church and
engage God's world, in the power of the Holy Spirit and for the

sake of the Risen King, Jesus Christ.

Trinity Church is a congregation of the Presbyterian Church in America
ccli# 2808417 Music for use solely with the Songselect Terms of use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com


