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S t o r y
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WELCOME
We are glad you could join us! We
would love to connect with you and
answer any questions you may have
about Trinity. Scan below with your
phone camera to leave us your

contact information.

314-821-7311 | info@trinitychurchkirkwood.org
www.trinitychurchkirkwood.org • Facebook: Trinity Church Kirkwood
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WORSHIPING THE GOD
WHO REIGNS OVER HISTORY!

(Our overflow room is located off of the hallway near the kitchen.)

Liturgist: Rev. Pablo Rosales

Scripture Reader: Glyn Schlitt

Pastoral Prayer: Bill Elzinga, Ruling Elder

Prelude

Welcome and Announcements

Quotes and Reflection

"The whole gospel is contained in Christ." — John Calvin

"In the creation, the Lord made man like himself; but in the redemption he
made himself like man." — John Boys

"The early Christians did not say in dismay, 'Look what the world has come to,'
but in delight, 'Look what has come to the world!'" — Carl Henry
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Devotional Preparation

There are many events in history that are hugely important, but some are so
important that they change the course of human history.

One of these events was the invention of the telegraph by Samuel F.B. Morse
who was, at first, a professor of painting and sculpture. Somewhere along the
line he became interested in creating a system that would allow for people to
communicate with each other across large distances. By 1835 he had devised a
rudimentary system of communication that he called the morse code that could
be used to send signals across wires stretched along the rail lines of America.
These signals could be sent across the wires and then decoded on the other end
in a matter of seconds, thus enabling messages to be sent from one city to the
next with almost immediate effect.

The system was first implemented on May 24, 1844 with a message sent from
Washington D.C. to Baltimore. Maryland. Most interestingly, the first message
sent by Morse, read: "What hath God wrought!"

That system of communication, at base, enabled every modern communication
development for the next 100 years and literally changed the way the world
worked.

And yet, even more important was the entry of Christ, the Son of God, into the
world of human beings on the greatest rescue mission that would ever be
undertaken, an entry that is still shaping the world today and promises to do so
until the end of the age.
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Song of Preparation What Child Is This
Trinity Hymnal #213

Call to Worship—Psalm 89:1-5

Leader: I will sing of the steadfast love of the Lord, forever;
with my mouth I will make known your faithfulness to
all generations.

People: For I said, “Steadfast love will be built up forever; in
the heavens you will establish your faithfulness.”

Leader: You have said, “I have made a covenant with my
chosen one; I have sworn to David my servant:

People: ‘I will establish your offspring forever, and build
your throne for all generations.’”

All: Let the heavens praise your wonders, O Lord, your
faithfulness in the assembly of the holy ones!
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WE DECLARE THE ETERNAL WORTHINESS OF GOD
*Songs of Adoration Hail To The Lord's Anointed

Words by James Montgomery (alt. S. McCracken). Music by Sandra McCracken

Lighting of the Advent Candle
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Jesus What A Wonderful Child
Arr. by Sandra McCracken

(Please join in singing when directed)

*Prayer of Adoration
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WE HEAR FROM GOD'S WORD
New Testament Reading—Luke 1:47-55

Mary's Song of Praise: The Magnificat

"My soul magnifies the Lord,
and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior,
for he has looked on the humble estate of his servant.
and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior,
For behold, from now on all generations will call me blessed;
for he who is mighty has done great things for me,
and holy is his name.
And his mercy is for those who fear him
from generation to generation.
He has shown strength with his arm;
he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts;
he has brought down the mighty from their thrones
and exalted those of humble estate;
he has filled the hungry with good things,
and the rich he has sent away empty.
He has helped his servant Israel,
in remembrance of his mercy,
as he spoke to our fathers,
to Abraham and to his offspring forever.”

Reader: The grass withers and the flowers fall, but the word of
the Lord stands forever!

People: Thanks be to God!
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WE CONFESS OUR UTTER UNWORTHINESS BEFORE GOD
Call to Confession—Psalm 89:46-48

How long, O Lord? Will you hide yourself forever? How long will your
wrath burn like fire? Remember how short my time is! For what vanity
you have created all the children of man! What man can live and never
see death? Who can deliver his soul from the power of Sheol? Selah

Silent Confession and Lament

WE ENCOUNTER AND REJOICE IN THE AMAZING GRACE OF GOD
Assurance of Pardon and Passing of the Peace—Rom. 16:25-27

Now to him who is able to strengthen you according to my gospel and
the preaching of Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery
that was kept secret for long ages but has now been disclosed and
through the prophetic writings has been made known to all nations,
according to the command of the eternal God, to bring about the
obedience of faith— to the only wise God be glory forevermore through
Jesus Christ! Amen

Leader: Christian, give thanks to God for strengthening us
according to the gospel!

People: Thanks be to God!

Leader: Now may the peace of Christ be with you all!

People: And also with you!
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*Song of Pardon His Mercy Is More
Matt Papa and Matt Boswell



11

Children's Sermon "Love"
Mitchell Dixon

WE HUMBLE OURSELVES BEFORE THE LORD

Pastoral Prayer

Tithes and Offerings
(There is no Children's Church today)

Offertory Song (Ensemble) Born A King
Stephen McWhirter, Jason Clayborn

Sermon
"A History-Altering Story"

Advent Series, The Greatest Story Ever Told
Luke 2:1-7; Ephesians 2:11-22

Rev. Dr. Chris Polski

*Song of Response Go, Tell It on the Mountain
Trinity Hymnal #224

*Benediction
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UPCOMING EVENTS

TR IN I TY CONNECT

If you are new to Trinity and
interested in becoming a
member, our next new member's
class, Connect, will run from Jan. 7
to Feb. 11 during the Sunday
school hour.

Did you know you can use the Church
Center app for online giving, church
directory, to sign up for events, connect
with your small groups, bible studies, etc?
Contact the church office for assistance.

If you do not receive our weekly email
updates on Tuesday mornings, please
send your email address to
amy.mitchell@trinitychurchkirkwood.org

There are several easy ways to serve at
Trinity. Feel free to reach out to these
ministry coordinators to get involved:
Ushers: Paul Schaffer:
Paul.Schaffer@trinitychurchkirkwood.org,
Greeters: James Broughton
(jlbroughton12@gmail.com), Children's
Ministry: Melissa Kocher
(Melissa.Kocher@trinitychurchkirkwood.org)

You can sign up for all
upcoming events by scanning
your phone camera over the QR
code and then following the link:

All Sunday school classes will resume on Jan.
7th.

Volunteers today: Ushers: Schaffer, Schlitt,
Thomason, Kocher. Nursery: O'Neals, L. Nichols,
J. Standerfer. No CC. Next Sunday: Ushers:
Thomason, Heintz, Standerfer, Younger. Nursery:
Moen, McCall, S. Hendricks, J. Petty.

The Men's and Women's bible studies are on
hiatus until the new year.

ACTION (All Church Things In One Night) will
resume on Feb. 7th.

Youth Ministry: Jr. High will resume on Wed.,
Jan. 3rd at 6pm. Sr. High will resume on Sun.,
Jan. 7 at 6pm.

Help needed: Nursery Co-Coordinators (high
need, two positions available), Sunday morning
nursery volunteers, ACTION Kids lessons teacher,
Playdate Coordinator. See Melissa Kocher.

Year End Giving: Thank you for your tithes and
offerings this past year. If you have a desire to
provide stock to be used for 2023 contributions
or any other method, please be sure that this is
sent to the church office prior to Dec. 31. If you
have any questions see Duncan Highmark.

Advent Giving Tree: If you would like to
participate, take a tag from the tree and return it
with your donation to the basket above the tree
during the Advent season. A list of ministries we
hope to support can be found on the next page.

Please help us thank Cynthia Cheatham and
Debbie Highmark for the beautiful Christmas
decor.
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MISS ION UPDATE
January 2024 Mission Newsletter and Prayer Calendar is now available:

The Advent Giving Tree – Last Day to Give is Sunday, December 31, 2023

Please visit the Giving Tree in the Narthex. This is an opportunity to be generous
this Christmas Season. Here’s an explanation of the different ministries to which
you can give. Instructions for giving are on the cards on the Giving Tree.

Trinity Diaconal Fund—Our church receives requests for financial assistance from
outside the church, whether it’s food, bill pay, transportation, or lodging. Our
deacons work with these individuals to assess how Trinity can help. Also, this fund
is used to help Trinitymembers and attenders who fall on hard times and need help.

Promise Christian Academy — By blending academics with faith and multiple
therapies into each school day, Promise Christian Academy builds an on-ramp for
life for its studentswith special needs. Because theybelieve thatGoddoesnotmake
mistakes, they affirm the innate value of every child. Their work is to discover and
cultivate each student's potential.

FORAI — For 14 years, Forai has focused on helping resettled refugee and
immigrant women just like Sui with three things: dignity, empowerment, and
community. Forai is a place of refuge for the refugee, connecting women with
American friends and opportunities to generate income for their families while
learning jewelry-making or sewing and other crucial job-related skills.

Oasis International — Their mission is to love and care for those who seek
refuge from a war torn country. They do this by welcoming refugees from many
nations to the United States who have experienced war in their home country.
Since most of them have been in refugee camps, sometimes for 10 years or
more, they arrive with few personal items. Oasis International helps them settle
in St. Louis with furniture, household items, and clothes. English, citizenship, and
computer classes are also made available to them; but most importantly they are
extended friendship.
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Trinity's ministries are organized around the core values in our
purpose statement which reads: Trinity Church exists to exalt
God's name, establish God's people, equip God's church and
engage God's world, in the power of the Holy Spirit and for the

sake of the Risen King, Jesus Christ.

www.trinitychurchkirkwood.org

Trinity Church is a congregation of the Presbyterian Church in America
ccli# 2808417 Music for use solely with the Songselect Terms of use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com


