
Third Sunday in Advent
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Visiting with us today?

We are glad you are here! We would love to reach out to you (not in a nagging
way) this week. Please fill out a card in the seat pockets and place in the offering
basket or hand to an usher or pastor, or text your name to: 314-384-2444.

We are happy your little ones are here too. They are welcome throughout the
worship service, but if you prefer we offer:

• Nursery care for children 6 weeks through pre-school age.

• Children's Church gathers in the 1st & 2nd gr. classroom (room 111) during the
offering for ages 4yrs through 2nd grade (and stays there for the remainder of
the service).

• The worship service is streamed to the Fireplace Room for nursing moms.

If you are not able to find seats in the sanctuary, overflow is set up in the Youth
Room.

www.trinitychurchkirkwood.org • 314.821.7311
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WORSHIPING THE GOD WHO IS LIGHT
Liturgist: Rev. Chris Polski
Pastoral Prayer: Ruling Elder, Bill Elzinga
Scripture Reader: Tom Schmidt

Prelude

Welcome and Announcements

WE READY OURSELVES TO WORSHIP
Reflect quietly and prayerfully on these words as we prepare to enter into
worship.

“The celebration of Advent is possible only to those who are troubled in soul,
who know themselves to be poor and imperfect, and who look forward to
something greater to come.” — Dietrich Bonhoeffer

“The life of God given to men in Jesus — in his life, death, resurrection, and in
the coming of the Spirit — is at the same time an understanding of how things
truly are, and it is a participation in the truth…for the life of God is also the light
of truth” — Lesslie Newbigin

“Every year, Advent begins in the dark.” — Fleming Rutledge

“No pit is so deep that He is not deeper still; with Jesus, even in our darkest
moments, the best remains and the very best is yet to be.” — Corrie Ten Boom

Arise, shine, for your light has come,
and the glory of the LORD has risen upon you.
For behold, darkness shall cover the earth,
and thick darkness the peoples;
but the LORD will arise upon you,
and his glory will be seen upon you.
And nations shall come to your light,
and kings to the brightness of your rising.

— Isaiah 60:1-3
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Song of Preparation Come Light Our Hearts
Words and Music by Sandra McCracken
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*Call to Worship—Psalm 146 (selected)
Leader: Praise the LORD! Praise the LORD, O my soul!

People: I will praise the LORD as long as I live; I will sing
praises to my God while I have my being.

Leader: Blessed is he whose help is the God of Jacob, whose
hope is in the LORD his God,

People: Who made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that is
in them, who keeps faith forever.

All: The LORD will reign forever, your God, O Zion, to all
generations. Praise the LORD!
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WE DECLARE THE ETERNAL WORTHINESS OF GOD
*Song of Adoration Come and Worship

Music by Bebo Norman and Jason Ingram

*Prayer of Adoration
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WE HEAR FROM GOD'S WORD
Old Testament Reading—Isaiah 11:1-10
God's word to all who trust him is that everlasting joy is coming
The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad;

the desert shall rejoice and blossom like the crocus;
it shall blossom abundantly

and rejoice with joy and singing.
The glory of Lebanon shall be given to it,

the majesty of Carmel and Sharon.
They shall see the glory of the LORD, the majesty of our God.
Strengthen the weak hands,

and make firm the feeble knees.
Say to those who have an anxious heart,

“Be strong; fear not!
Behold, your God

will come with vengeance,
with the recompense of God.

He will come and save you.”
Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened,

and the ears of the deaf unstopped;
then shall the lame man leap like a deer,

and the tongue of the mute sing for joy.
For waters break forth in the wilderness,

and streams in the desert;
the burning sand shall become a pool,

and the thirsty ground springs of water;
in the haunt of jackals, where they lie down,

the grass shall become reeds and rushes.
And a highway shall be there,

and it shall be called the Way of Holiness;
the unclean shall not pass over it.

It shall belong to those who walk on the way;
even if they are fools, they shall not go astray.

No lion shall be there,
nor shall any ravenous beast come up on it;

they shall not be found there,
but the redeemed shall walk there.

And the ransomed of the LORD shall return
and come to Zion with singing;

everlasting joy shall be upon their heads;
they shall obtain gladness and joy,
and sorrow and sighing shall flee away.

Reader: The grass withers and the flowers fall, but the word of
the Lord stands forever!

People: Thanks be to God!
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WE CONFESS OUR UTTER UNWORTHINESS BEFORE GOD
Call to Confession—James 5:7-8

Be patient, therefore, brothers, until the coming of the Lord. See
how the farmer waits for the precious fruit of the earth, being patient
about it, until it receives the early and the late rains. You also, be
patient. Establish your hearts, for the coming of the Lord is at hand.

Silent Confession and Lament

WE ENCOUNTER AND REJOICE IN THE AMAZING GRACE OF GOD
Assurance of Pardon and Passing of the Peace—Luke 1:52

He has brought down the mighty from their thrones and exalted
those of humble estate.

Leader: People of God, give thanks to God for exalting salvation!

People: Thanks be to God!

Leader: Now may the peace of Christ be with you all!

People: And also with you!

Song of Rejoicing Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus
Trinity Hymnal #196

Children's Sermon
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Song of Response Magnificat
Music by Flo Paris Oakes
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MAGNIFICAT
Words by Mary, Mother of Jesus
Music by Flo Paris Oakes
As recorded by Rain for Roots on Waiting Songs
For more information, visit RainForRoots.com

©2015 Flo Paris Music
Scripture quotation from THE MESSAGE. Copyright © by Eugene H. Peterson 

1993, 1994, 1995, 1996, 2000, 2001, 2002. 
Used by permission of Tyndale House Publishers, Inc.

Charted by the Little Pages [http://tinyurl.com/thelittlepages]
Used by permission. All rights reserved.  

"His mercy flows in wave after wave on those who are in awe before Him.
He embraced his chosen child, Israel, He remembered and piled on the mercies," 

CHORUS

VERSE

SPOKEN INTERLUDE



10

WE HUMBLE OURSELVES BEFORE THE LORD
Pastoral Prayer

Tithes and Offerings
(Children ages 4yr to 2nd grade may be excused for Children's Church in the1st/2nd grade classroom.)

Offertory Song (Ensemble) Dawning Light of Our Salvation
Wendell Kimbrough and Bruce Benedict

Sermon
"Christ the Light"

John 1:4-9
Rev. Nate Polski
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*Song of Response Come Behold the Wondrous Mystery
Written by Matt Papa, Matt Boswell, and Michael Bleeker. Arr. by Dan Kreider

*Benediction
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THIS WEEK AT TRINITY December 15, 2019
These are just announcement highlights. If you’d like to know more about Trinity,
connect with us in one of the following ways…
• 314/821-7311 • www.trinitychurchkirkwood.org • Facebook: Trinity Church Kirkwood

Worship and General Church Information
• No Sunday school today. Classes for all ages will resume in the new year.
• Join us tonight for our annual Christmas Concert. This will be a beautiful concert telling the

story of God's plan for humanity through narration, song, and art. Come early for seats!
Doors open at 6pm. Concert is at 6:30.

• Volunteers next week: Nursery: Moen, Sippel, Johler, Roberts, Younger. Ushers: Roberts,
O'Neal, Lackey, Maglione.

• Men's Night this Wed. at 8pm at Chris Freeman's.
• No Men's Bible Study this Friday. Studies will resume on Jan. 10.
• No Women's Bible Study this week. The Wed. morning group will begin on Jan. 15th. Sign

up and pick up the Galatians study on the hall table.

• Ladies, you are all invited to a baby shower for Addie Akin (and baby girl Akin) on
Sat., Jan. 11th at the Polski's home from 10am to noon. Please RSVP to Amy
Mitchell.

• Prayer gathering this Friday at 7:45am.

• Nursery workers are needed for our second Christmas Eve service at 5:30pm. Please see
Hallie Van Duren if you are able to help.

• Do you like to sing? Join us for a special choral ensemble. Rehearsal will be THIS Wed.,
Dec. 18 from 6-7:15pm. We will sing on Sun., Dec. 22nd. Please let Katie Polski know if you
plan to participate.

• Did you know you can use the Church Center app for online giving, to sign up for events,
connect with your small groups, bible studies, etc? Contact the church office if you need
help setting it up.

• This year we will offer two services on Christmas Eve: 4pm and 5:30pm. Both services will
be the same with the exception that the 4pm service will include a children's sermon.

• Our annual giving tree is in the entrance to the sanctuary. If you would like to donate to one
of the ministries on the tree, you may drop off your contribution in the basket near the tree
or donate on the Church Center app. Thank you for your generosity. More information
regarding the ministries can be found on the flyer on the table in the hallway.

• No Ladies Connect in December.
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Year End Giving
As you prayerfully consider your year-end giving to Trinity, you might want to explore a
donation of marketable stock. With the prolonged rise in the stock markets, a gift of
appreciated stock might not only benefit Trinity but also give you a favorable tax treatment.
Stock gifts can be directed to the Capital Campaign, the General Fund or both.

If you have any questions about this type of giving or are ready to start the process of gifting
stock, please contact Bill Kling or Duncan Highmark. They will be happy to assist you in this
simple process. May God richly bless you as contribute your tithes and offerings to His church.
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Trinity's ministries are organized around the core values in our
purpose statement which reads: Trinity Church exists to exalt
God's name, establish God's people, equip God's church and
engage God's world, in the power of the Holy Spirit and for the

sake of the Risen King, Jesus Christ.

www.trinitychurchkirkwood.org

Trinity Church is a congregation of the Presbyterian Church in America
ccli# 2808417 Music for use solely with the Songselect Terms of use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com


